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KE D. G., January 1, 1904. 


Hon. G. G. St : 
. President, Vermont Historical Society, 
Burlington, Vermont. 


- Dear "Mn. ከ8890: Historical research and the study of ancient 
archives 18 a new 8611 for me. With modesty, therefore, I submit through 
b you to the Vermont Historical Society the story of my investigation in regard 


to the records now in the Library of. Congress of certain early Vermont 


Conventions, together with a facsimile copy: of the records themselves, I 
trust that you and others more experienced and skillful than I may be stimu- 


lated by these records to further pursuit of the facts bearing on this remark- `. 

able period.of the early political history: of Vermont, In looking up this 
matter I have found in the Department of State, the Library of Congress, 
the New York State Library, and in our own State, many valuable mam. `. - 


scripts and other material relating to this period of our history. I wish that 


 Bteps might be taken, preferably by the State itself or the Historical Society, 
.to collect.and preserve in convenient and accessible form 9670029 attain- 


able relating to the making of our State. 

I am glad to acknowledge my obligation to Judge Jonathan Ross, to 
Mr. Albert S. Batchellor, a prominent lawyer of Littleton, N. H. to Mr. 
Ford, Director of the Manuscript Division, and Mr. Spofford, Assistant 
Librarian, of the Library of Congress, to Mr. A. J. F. van Laer, Archivist, 
and other officials of the New York State Library, to Dr. H. L. Manchester 
and Mr. Joseph Safford, of Pawlet, to Mrs. Harriet P. Safford, of West 
Rupert, to Mrs. R. W. Goodrich, of Rutland, to Judge H. H Wheeler, of 
Brattleboro, to Mr. Edward M. Goddard, of the Vermont State Library, and 
in full measure to you for material aid. In fact, the results obtained are due 


‘mainly to the earnest and. efficient help given me by these and: others upon 


whom I have called. 


This work was commenced by me simply ۶ت‎ it seemed. a matter that ገ 
should be undertaken by some-one; but my interest has steadily grown; and 


évery step gained has brought a generous reward for the’ effort required. 


! Very Sr? your 5 x 
ምሪ | | REDFIELD PROCTOR. 
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VERMONT HisrogicAn Soorery. 
OFFIOE or THE PRESIDENT. 


ae ۱ دو‎ Vr, January 6, 1904. 
Hon, RDEIhID PRoorom, "٢ ps B x 
U. S. Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Mx Dear SENATOR: I have been greatly interested in Sa discovery of 
the manuscript records of -the early Vermont Conventions, photolithographie 
copies of which you. have been good enough to send tome. I have no doubt 
whatever that the sheets thus reproduced. were from the account book of. Dr. 
Jonas Fay, which was the source from which the reports of the General Con- 
ventions, printed in Vol. ፲ of the Vermont Historical Society's Collections, 
and Vol. I of the Governor and Council of Vermont, were obtained; by Mr. 
James H. Phelps. 

From the attestation, “A 0 copy from the original, ” appended to chr 66 
of these records, it would appear that there were originals back of these. Prob- 
ably such originals were the cursory minutes made by the Clerk during the | 
proceedings. If the long-lost papers of Ira Allen, who was the Clerk of some 
of the Conventions, and "who, as the 1816 Hon: E. P. Walton believed, had at 
. one time in liis possession the Official Minutes of the Conventions, as well as the f 
Records of the Couneil of Safety, are ever found, this point may be decided. 
Meantime, so much as this is plain: these records are in the unmistakable 
handwriting of Jonas Fay, who was the Official Clerk of most of the Conven- 
tions. They were made or copied by him for permanent preservation. So far 
as is known there is nothing back of them in existence in the way of official 
manuscript records of these early and most important proceedings in the for- 
mative period of the history of our Commonwealth. And the fact that 
Williams, in the edition of his History, published in 1809, during Dr. Fay’s 
lifetime, printed part of the record of the Convention of January 15, 1777, 
adding that it was taken from the “original records of the convention, p. 
62-68; in the hands of Jonas Fay,” these being the very numbers of the 
pages containing the record of that Convention in the Fay account book, is to- 
my mind incontestable evidence that Williams copied the proceedings from 
Dr. Fay's book, and knew that the book contained the original records. 

These records which you are so generously reprodueing i in faesimile for . 
the benefit of the present and coming generations should never have passed 
into the possession of a bitter enemy of Vermont, or been taken from the State, 
and I trast it is not too much to hope that they may at no distant day be 
returned and deposited in the archives at our State Capitol. 

Permit me to assure you: that the Vermont Historical’ Society will be glad 
to co-operate with you to the extent of its means in rescuing from oblivion any 
hitherto unpublished materials = history which you have discover ed in your. 
search, and I am 


WD 


Your obedient 9 ፡ . : DUET 
: CT ° G. G. BENEDICT. 


Statement in Regard to the Accompanying Records. 


„„ a 


In July last Judge Ross wrote me that Mr, Batchellor, the official editor 


of the New Hampshire State papers, had informed him that in the “ Peter | 


Foree” Collection in the, Library of Congress were manuscripts of interest 


to Vermonters, among them a record of certain Conventions, on the bäck sheets ` 
of which à farmer had kept accounts, On my next visit I found there the 
sheets, from, which the following lithographic copies, with original paging ub 


from thirty to seventy, inclusive, were taken.. These are all in the liandwrit- 


ing of Doctor Jonas Fay, unless it be the report and Declaration of Independ- d 


. ence on page 64 and 8 part of page 65. On careful examination I think these 


were also "written by him, but in a finer hand. and probably later than the 
record following, and that the writing is more erowded than on the other E l 


sheets, because, insufficient spaċe had been left fot them. 
The name “Jonathan Safford,” on the last sheet, page 70, of tha record, 
apparently scribbled without purpose, the entry on page 71 made by Heman 


Safford, the farm accounts ین‎ from 1824 to 1827 on the See sheets, 


. 


the ouis apparent "n to the history of the manuseript after it left Doctor 
Fay’s hands. Not recognizing the names on the farm accounts as family 
names of Hartford, Vt., it seemed to me probable that Deman Safford moved 


to Hartford, Washington County, N. V., not far from the locality of the Con- 
ventions or from the home of Doctor Fay. Correspondence with the Clerk of. 
that County developed the fact that there. was no record of Heman or. 


Jonathan Safford, but that 1 in 1856 there was deeded to Jonathan W. Safford, 

١ of Pawlet, a piece of land in Granville, N. Y. This located the Safford 

family, and Doctor Manchester, of Pawlet, fuinished me valuable E in 
regard to that family and Doctor Fay’ 8 relations to it. Dit 

Doctor Fay resided in Bennington at the time of these uvam 


Later he moved to Charlotte, and soon after that to Pawlet, where he | e 


remained several years, and finally returned to Bennington, where he died 
in 1818. He married in 1777. for his second wife, Lydia, the widow of 
.Challis Safford.. Her son, Jonathan Safford, was then eleven years old, 


and presumably eontinued: to reside with his mother and; stepfather, - 


Doctor Fay, with whom he afterwards: studied. medicine. The intimate 


jore 


| 


wx # e 


. personal and family relations between Doctor Fay and Doctor Safford con- 


tinued through their lives. Evidence of this is shown by the record. in 
Doctor Fay's handwriting of his own family and Doctor Safford's up. to 


‘that time, made in 1797 on opposite sides of the same piece of paper, a 


facsimile of which is given on page marked “B.” Doctor Fay moved to 
Pawlet. after 1800 when quite advanced in ‘life, and lived there in 1810, as 
shown by the patriotic letter from [him . on pages “Û” and “D” In this 
letter he states that he is Hiving seven miles north of the post office,” 
which is the exact location of the. Safford homestead in Pawlet on which. 
Doctor Safford, and after him his son, Jonathan. W. Safford, resided, and 
where his grandson, Joseph: Safford, now -resides. It is evident that if 
Doctor Fay and his wife did not reside with her son, Doctor Safford, they 
must have resided in his: immediate vicinity. 7 onathan W. Safford made 


the farm accounts, as shown by comparing them with his handwriting on 


sheet “A” furnished me by. his son, J oseph Safford, Hé also wrote the 


name “Zera Wright” which appears. on page 49, written at a much later 


date than the record. Zera Wright was a brother-in-law, a and his name 
appears several times in the farm accounts. I 

'These facts are, in my view, satisfactory evidence that this book of records. 
was left by Doctor Fay, when he removed from Pawlet, with his stepson, Doc- ` 
tor Safford, and that it remained at the Safford house at least until after the 


date of the last entry made by Heman Safford, April 6, 1829, on page 71. 


In 1870 the first volume of the Vermont: Historical Society Collections 
was published. The record of the early Vermont Conventions begins on page 
11 with the call of the Dorset Convention of January 16, 1776, with the 


ፐ 


following head-note :. 


“The following eall of the Convention and Journal of its proceedings is 
from a manuscript copy in the possession of Hon. Jamés H. Phelps, of 
West Townshend, made by him from an official copy certified by Jonas 
Fay, clerk. It is not known to o have ever been i in print. ” 


Then follows a record of the several Conventions, and at the close, at 


the bottom of page 49, is the ° following boot note: : 


* Here ends the manuser ipt of Mr. Phelps, to which he appends the - 
words: * Copied from the original record November 18th, 19th, and 20th, 1862, 
by James H. Phelps.’ ; 

“The record from which Mr. Phelps’ copy was taken was certified by 


‘Jonas Fay, the standing clerk of the conventions. It was only temporarily in 


the possession of Mr. Phelps, and is not known to be now in existence.” 


Pe 
1 
D 
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In the first volume of the Governor and Comel, published i in 187 3, Pochi | 


ning on page 14, isa reprint of the Same record. 


In The Historical Magazine for January, 1871, a New York publication, 


Henry B. Dawson, the editor, sharply criticises the "Vermont Historical 


 Bociety's publication. He speaks of it 88 “the Minutes of those meetings of - - 


‘The Green-mouritain Boys’ which ultimately led to the formation. of the 


State of Vermont * * * a-series of papers which, for historical. impor- ከ 
tance to every Vermonter, bas 0 existing. equal" He then says: “ Unfortu- -. 


| “nately, however, in this case, the Society employed a copy instead of the 


original: manuscripts ; ; and, it has; consequently, fallen à victim, in several 


cases, to the incompetency of either. its copyist or its proof. reader يی‎ * » 
it is entirely unreliable, as material for history." ይ 
۱ In this criticism he made. fourteen. specific charges of ودي‎ and says: 


“ There are many other errors which we have not space s é to allude | 


to; but we have said enough to. show hów entirely useless this portion of the 


volume is, as añ authority in historical enquiry. -It may serve the purpose - 
for which it was probably intended, among those who read the history of 


Vermont from the Vermontese stand-point ; but to those who féad history for 


the purpose of ascertaining what the truth is * * * some other authority 


will be requisite," 


Mr. Dawson elaborate. his charges and argued in support of them at 
great length. 


Governor Hall, Chairman of the Committee of Publication, replied i in his. 


as ‘Vindication, ? which was published in the introductory pages of the second 
volume of the Vermont Historical Society Collections, beginning on page vii, 
and also in pamphlet form. As he gives Mr. Dawson's charges in full it is 


not necessary to repeat them, Suffice it to say that Governor Hall's papir = 


is a complete vindication of the Society from any ‘intentional garbling or 


reconstruction of the records. The foundation of all the differences was first, 


in the fact that the Committee of Publication had an imperfect copy, for the 


mistakes in which it was not in any Way, responsible, and. Mr. Dawson: had. 
the original record. The Committee? s publication was as near correct as itt 


could be made from the material and data it had. "The inaccuracies were not 


misleading i in any important respect, and were. due to the imperfections of 


E Mr. Phelps' copy, evidently hastily made. But there was ‘another reason for 
the disagreement: Mr. Dawson was constitutionally. belligerent. -This is 
Governor Hals truthful, characterization of him: 


“The ded 1 1 of Mr. Dawson to treat such opinions as do not 
coincide with his own, as founded in dishonesty. and crime, must be well 


8 


known to the readers of his magazine, and some of them may have noticed 
that this propensity becomes peculiarly active and violent whenever any 
questión of Vermont, history i 18 concerned, 7 | | 


In the following July number of his magazine -Mr. Dawson reprinted 
Governor Hall's publication with extensive foot-notes and a lengthy formal | 
reply in his usual style of sarcasm and inveetive, . ' 

In January, 1872, Mr. Dawson, in The Historical Magazine, commenced, ` ` 
the publieation of this manuscript, then in his possession, and continued it 
intermittingly in six numbers, ending bias August, 1878. His heading 
reads: | | | ame 


“<THE GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS" OF VERMONT. ` 


MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THEIR CONVENTIONS. 


NOW FIRST PRINTED, WITHOUT MUTILATION, ALTERATION, OR INTERPOLATION, 
FROM THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS.” 

His publication is shown, by a very careful examination, to be an E 
copy in every minute detail—spelling, capitals, abbreviations, ete.—of this 
manuscript, Which he then doubtless owned. This publication, 80 far as I 
know, attracted no attention in Vermont, and evidently was not noticed by 
the officers of the New York State سی‎ as will appear by his subsequent 
negotiations with them. 

May 3, 1883, Mr. Dawson offered to sell some manuscripts to the New 
York State Library. In his first offer, May 3, 1883, he speaks of one as 
: the original MS. Minutes of all ‘the Green Mountain Boys’ Conventions.” 
This, so far as I have seen, is the first time that he claims the ownership of 
the manuscript or even its possession, except by necessary implication, though 
later he claims to have bought it some years prior to the publication of the 


Phelps copy. . 
October 11, 1883, he writes Doctor Homes, then Librarian, as follows: 


“Concerning the original manuscript Minutes of the’ Conventions of 
Vermonters, I need not tell you of its great historical importance—it is the 
original récord of the beginnings of the State, including the Record of ber 
Declaration of Independence. It has been applied for by several Vermonters; 
but I have waited until my own State Library has had the refusal of it. I 
took it out of Jonas Fay’s old store Ledger, at a heavy cost, | in money and 
books; and I cannot sell it for less than SES v i 


October 19, 1883, he writes: 


“I deeply regret that the, MS. Minutes of the. Vermontese Conventions | 
(which were, really, insurrectionary proceedings against the Government. of 


l 


9 


New York, of didi the Vermontese were T™ subjects) sm probably-g £o E 


away from the New York State Library: 
that few, papers possess greater historical interest than these, both in New 
Vork and i in n Vermont and 1 am m nothing else than a New: Yorker.” 1 


ER again writes: E‏ ,1885 ,6 مر 


Ge 
Je. 


I regret it, because I am sensible 


Ger ilis ORIGINAL ው d رت‎ of ቴከ6 Tana down to. e 


including their celebrated declaration of. independence; are, certainly, im- 


portant in iu 08 of this Fiere ردد‎ Sue 7 were In pue Y 


P ኤል] 


Bette 25, 1886, and October. 19, 21, 25 and 30 ከ = again 
renewed his proposals to the New Vork State Library to sell the manüscript = 


in letters which I copied by permission. They. are merely. cumulative evi- 
dence and are here given in whole or in part, not because they are at all 
necessary in traeing this manuscript, but to show the temper and spirit in 


whieh .Mr. Dawson engaged in the controversy: with Governor Hall and the 


Vermont Historical Society. 


Much of these letters is taken up by his charge thay / one degt of, ER 2 


manuscript, which he had sent for inspection, was returned mutilated, for 

which he charged damages i in the decidedly belligerent style of correspond- 

ence for which he was noted. He never fails to exhibit his antipathy to 

Vermont at every opportunity. : ۱ a s 
September 25, 1886: | | | 


“ I avail myself of this opportunity to call your attention to two matters 


in which, I think, the State Library is peculiarly interested. "The first is 
that peculiarly valuable manuscript record of the meetings of the Vermonters 
down to and including their Declaration of Independence from New York, of 
which, at that time, Vermont was an acknowledged. portion.‘ This manu- 


_ script is the original record of those meetings, the real foundation of Vermont. E 


history, and it should find a, place in the Archives of our dear old’ State, to 


. which, or to Vermont, it especially belongs. 7ب د د‎ The State, J think, 


would make a mistake if it should permit them to pass away froin it, to ‘the 


Library of the Congress o or elsewhere.” ... ማይ . 
His letter j October 19 is given in fll: 


66 8 ٣۳ 19, 1886. 


Desk Sm: L am quite surprised that the State of N ew York, by its 
authorized representatives, should be contented with a patched, second-hand 
copy of one of the most important papers connected with her colonial history, 
the official record. of the secession of a large portion of her inhabitants, when 
the original manuscript was offered for so paltry a sum. But, be it 80. 


t 


Q? 


EIE 


ነ ዓነ 


10 


On eondition that the original shall not be injured, in any way, you may 


make the collation asked for; for the price named, but I do not consent to a 


multiplication of copies, in writing, as such a collation may be made in a few 
hours; and as I desire to have the original returned to me before next Satur- 
day afternoon, I see no reason for the retention of the manuscript more than a 
single day; and I hope and.shall expect to receive it on Friday, at the latest. 
Under no circumstances whatever will I consent to have the manuseript 
copied, further than to correct the corrupted copy published by the Vermont 
Historical Society, on the margins of its volumes; and I positively forbid any 
other. If that shall not be satisfactory, return the manuscript at once, without 
making any copy of any portion of it for any purpose whatever, 
I have reasons for this peremptory order; and I hope the State Library 
will respect it. et, = | | ۱ 
Yours very truly, ° .- > P | 
. HENRY B. DAWSON." 
And yet he had himself published it in-full in his magazine in 1872 and 
1873. This fact had evidently escaped the attention of the library committee, 
which was corresponding with him about the purchase of the manuscript, and 
which actually paid him ten dollars for the privilege of noting the differences | 
between it and the Vermont publication. s ` በቤ 
October 21, 1886, he writes : | 


* A most valuable MS., the original Minutes of Meetings of the Vermont 
secessionists for the organization of their revolt from the Colony of New York 
and including their Declaration of Independence." 


October 25, 1886, he speaks of the Vermont publication as “an acknowl- 
edged false version of those records, printed from a patched-up copy of the 
original altered to suit the taste of the Publishing Committee of the Vt. 
Historical Society, descendants and successors of the original secessionists.” - 

“Twenty years ago I paid one hundred dollars for the privilege of 
taking these leaves out of the store-ledger of Doctor Jonas Fay, who had been 
the Secretary of the meetings in which these Vermontese, secessionists from 
N. Y., and correspondents with the British authorities, with a view to return- 
ing to the Royal authority, had concocted and contrived their schemes ; 
and, during all the intervening period, those leaves have been the. choicest 
treasure of my Library. They were the official records of the. stormy and 
treasonable first beginnings of the State of Vermont.“ | 


October 30, 1886. 


“The Vermont Historical Society’s notoriously inaccurate version.” 


— 


Norz.—The emphatic style of Mr. 868 correspondence will be noticed, ‘The capital. letters and 


1 
italics nre 'his. 


سو ونيو ې 


1 


Here ends the jeremiad of Dawson. It is dismissing. bin very mildly to 


say ‘that he was notoriously irascible and quarrelsome: - -He was such an 


intense partisan of the New York side of the controversy that he could see no 


other. He deals i in epithet and invective instead of argument. The contrast 


between his expressions and the calm and judicial statériient of Governor 


Hall in his vindication is so marked as to require no comment. 


From Mr, Dawson the manuscript doübtlesss passed direct to the: Eege ^ 


of Congress, but just how the Library officials cannot determine. Mr. Spof- 
e ford says that he has no recollection nor any evidence: -that the manuscript 
came to the Library i in the Péter Force Collection purchased 3 in 1867, and the 
supposition that it did was based merely on the fact that this was the source 
of most of the. manuscript collections 18. the Library. He is now "satisfied 


that it did not, but that it was in Mr. Dawson’ 8 possession in October, 1886, 
and was obtained from him between that date, when last offered to the New . 


Vork State Library, and the date of his death in 1889, It does. not appear in 
the catalogue of Mr, Dawson’s collections which were sold at auction in 1890. 


Mr. Spofford knew Mr. Dawson well, and examined his collection in his 
. "home at Morrisania, and is confident that the manuscript was acquired. by 
the Library within the period named i in some way which 0 cannot now trace. | 


x 


Following this statement are the facsimile sheets, and after them such 
conclusions as seem to be established in regard to them. 
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Dr. Fay's family record, made by himself. B 
Furnished to me by Mrs, HARRIET P. SarroRD, of West Rupert, Vermont, widow of 
Edwin B., the youngest. son of PO Jonathan. Safford. 1 
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family, made also by Dr. Fay. 
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Patriotic letter from Dr. Jonas Fay, db purchased. jon a Ne ew 
York collector and 20 to the Verntont Historical Society. 
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Points Established by the Investigation. 
There are three jedes in | regard to this 20 to Which ; answers, 
well supported by proof, can be given: : i 
First.—Is this the record which Hon. 1 H Phelps. copied, and from 
which copy our record in. the Governor and Council and in the . Historical . 
.. Society’ 8 Collections i 4s printed? መያ. e ہے‎ ን E | 
"There is nó trace of. any other record as an original or certified copy. ` 
Governor Hall, in his Vindication, states: “ The copy, as Judge, Phelps 


‘informed the Committee, was made by him in 1852* from the back part of an 
old account book in which Doctor Jonas. Fay, who had been clerk: of somé of ` 


! the conventions, had made charges against his patients for medical services.” 


Mr. Dawson says: “I took it out of Jonas Fay's old store ledger.” ` The 


record -herewith presented is from a book in which farm accounts had been 


kept. It is natural to suppose that neither Mr. Phelps nor Mr. Dawson gave 


any particular attention to the character of the accounts. All statements 


mistakes in giving the date 1852, as. he did. 


agree that the record was in an account book. From these facts, and from the 
fact that there is no trace of any other record as an original or certified copy, 
and from all the collateral circumstances, ፲ think the identity of the record in 
the “old account book” Mr. Phelps mentions and Mr. Dawson’s record from 
Doctor Fay’s “ store ledger” with the present record and SCH accounts suffi- 
ciently well established. S 

Second.—Is this the manuscript offered by Mr. Dawson, to the New Y ork 
State Library in 1883-5 and. 18861 

There can be no doubt of this. The number of pages is the same. Mr. 


George R. Howell, then acting Librarian of the New York State Library, in 


his official record of the offer made October 20, 1886, says: “September 29, 


1886, Mr. H.:B. Dawson of Morrisania offered to sell to the New York State , 


Library a manuscript of Ee pages folio (written on an ordinary account 
book), T ete, 1 | | He رغ و‎ 


M 


Were aree ke‏ ےہ sce ዓፍ‏ ھگ 


, *It may be noted here that Governor Hall refers to Mr. Phelps’ copy as made in 1852, while in the His- 
torival Society Collections and in the Governor and Council the date is- given in a quotation from Mr. Phelps, 
appended to the manuscript, as “ copied from the original record November 18th, 19th, and 20th, 1862.” 

፲ am inclined to the opinion that 1862 is the correct date, because itis given with particularity of month , 
and day, and these publications were prior to Governor Halls Vindication, and it would be natural to pp. 
, pose if a mist ake of ten-years had occurred in the date, that Gormon Hall would have referred to the earlier 


4 
* > . ማሣ ረ 
لہ‎ 


t He did "e it, as will be seen by Mrs. Bafford's letter on pe 15. 


ይ 
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Again, the notations made by Mr. Howell at the time in his library copy | 


of the -printed’ record in the first volume of the Vermont Historical Society 


, Collections of: the variations between the Dawson manüseript and the printed. 


record agree with the. differences between the foregoing lithographs a and that 
record. 

The loose covers ‘enclosing’ the. sheets bear. the official stamp | "N. Y. 
State Library," but the record never belonged to that Library. How thén 


did its stamp come upon- these loose covers? Mr. Dawson sent thé manu- 


script to that Library in 1886 to bé examined with a view to purchase, ` 


When returned October 20, the letter notifying: him of the return. says it has‏ ء 
been sent “in secure outer. wrappers.” It has been the custom of that ` .-‏ 
Library to use old book covers for securing packages i in transmission, and the‏ 


Librarian and assistauts say there can be little doubt that this accounts for 


been the covers of the original book. f 

That the number of the pages is the same can hardly be à coincidence, 
and this fact with the collateral substantiating evidence müst.be considered 
as sufficient proof on this point, and to fix beyond question the whereabouts 
of this record from the time it came into Mr, Dawson’s hands to the present, a 
period of nearly forty years. | | 

Third.—Is this the original and official r record of the proceedings - these 
meetings or conventions? 

Is this not a fair presumption, since there is no trace of any: other? 
Doctor Fay was the clerk of all the Conventions up to that held at 


Westminster October 30, 1776. This was an adjournment from the Con- 


vention of September 25th at Dorset, and all subsequent meetings were 
by adjournment, so that had Doctor Fay been present. he would have been 


clerk by reason: of election at the prior. Convention, of which these were 
adjourned meetings. The clerks of these meetings were then, under parlia- 


Doctor Fay was considered the chief clerk of all the Conventions, and that the 
minutes of all were finally turned over to him to make the formal. record? 


Why should Doctor Fay write out in a book at this great length a copy of the 


true copy, examined,” etc., mean merely a copy fróm the minutes ‘hastily. 
‘taken during the Convention? ? Moreover, at each. Convention reports of com- - 
mittees or other papers were presented which the clerk could not of course, 
record during the proceedings, but would. copy -when he made his official 


the covers now enclosing the manuscript in the Library of. Congress. A 
careful examination of them shows that they are د‎ 6 too small’ to have 


* D 


mentary practice, clerks pro tempore. Is it improbable that for this reason 


record from. a complete original in due form? May not his attestation “a ~ 


record.later.. This would give a reason for his attestation. ` In examining ` 


V ስ)” 


1 copy from his own. e which i 18 دا‎ SG ۱ 
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other papers of Doctor Fay’s I find it a common habit with | him to make s some 
form of attestation, even where it would not seem to be required. I 


His rubrie is charäcteristie and never to be mistaken, and, wherever | 


found, is conclusive evidence of his hand. He had the habit of ‘attaching it 
80፲6419368 to other signatures, as on page 30, after the name of J onathan 


Willard, and at the bottom of page 38, and on page 41, after the name of 
Joseph ‘Woodward. But with his "habit of exactness he would mot have 
attached it to a copy if it was not on the original. So if this 1 is 8 copy it is ER 


Bo much had been 1 in T. of my belief that this i is the original 
record, and it was about to go to the printer when a piece of evidence Was 


found that stopped it in time and made certain What was but a probability. - 


Doetor Samuel Williams, in ከ8 second edition of the History of Vermont; 


| published in 1809, gives, in an appendix (N o, VIII) to the 860080 volumé, ` 


“Proceedings. of the Converition that declared the Tüdependence of. Vermont. Mä 
I noticed at the close of this record in the appendix, on the em of. page 65, 
that he. gives his më? in very fine e type: IE 3 x 


* Original records of the convention, p. 62-68; 
in the hands of Jonas Fay, d Bennington. " 


ዱ 


I Referencë to the a f shows that pages 62-68 give the record of 


that Convention, and this evidence will, I believe, he deemed conclusive that 
Doctor Williams took this chapter of the appendix from tlie original records 
in the hands of Doetor Fay, who was then living. Submitting this item of. 


200 to Mr. Benediet, he adds 8 paragraph to his letter, and says: 


ዘ 


records," 


36 Behediot: Was previously of tlie ition that the original record ah ` 


have been in the hands of Ira Allen. Professor Goodrich, of the University. 
of Vermont, adds to a letter upon another. matter: مت‎ ٢ 


hd D 


B Permit me to express my deep interest $ in your disse rer of a missing 


portion of the early records of Vermont. As I have had occasion to handle 


those records recently, permit me to say that there seems to me to be no doubt 


that you have found the original entries, and you and the State are to be 


M M 7 


em 


۰ 
- 


۱ “Tt is to my mind- incontestable. evidence that Williains copied the pro- 
ceedings from Dr. Hay 8 book, and knew that the book contained the SE 


KH 


16 
፲ give a line ን om 1 udge Wheeler i in dan: 


| | | S "080910 January 7 1904. 
My Drar Sir: I thank you for your very interesting letter. "The state- 


ment be Dr. Williams as to the whereabouts of the record of the Westminster 


Convention, referring to it by pages corresponding so exactly with the book, 
seems to show very conclusively that the book is -the original and true record 
of all the proceedings it purports to cover, I had no doubt of this before, but 
it 18 quite satisfactory to see this further full proof: I notice that i in the first 
edition of that work Dr. Fay i is referred to, at page 232; as the Proper certify- 


ing clerk, as well as at page 169. of Vol 2 of the second. This would, of 


course, be before 1794 as to the first edition, and 1808 as to the second, son 
Dr. Williams would know all about these things, and long before Dr. Fay 
went to or to the north of Pawlet. - I am glad you are amg such Gas 
work about this very interesting subjeet. 
Yours very truly, | f 
© = ° HOYT. H. WHEELER. 


Senator Precror.”’ 


The evidence and the authority of these ችን upon it are such 
that it cannot be questioned that this is the original and official record of those 
important Conventions made by Dr. Fay, and retained by him during his life. - 


The above was in type and the proof corrected for.the final print-when a 
discovery was made only less in importance than the one establishing the fact 
that this is the original record. | 

Diligent inquiry had been made of Mr. Joseph Safford at the old Safford 
homestead in Pawlet, and in other places, for Dr. Fay’s old ledger or account- 
book, without result. 1 had in December written Mrs. Harriet P. Safford, of 
West Rupert, Vermont, widow of Edwin -B. Safford, the youngest son of 


Doctor Jonathan Safford, asking her to make search for this hook which ` ` 


Jonathan W. Safford, her husband’s brother, had at one time; ; but not receiv- 


ing a reply for some weeks, L had given up the slight expectation that it. 


would be found there, when I received a very mpor tant letter f. om her, dated 


J anuary 21, in which she says: 


“፲ think perhaps the ledger you refer to and. dated 1784 is jm my posses- 
sion. Some 25 or possibly 35 years ago a gentleman called at my husband's 
store. . Said he was looking up tlie genealogy of the Safford family and Doctor 


Fay, and in some way had heard of this account book which had a number of ' 


pages of fainily r records, and wished to take the book? Said he would return 
it all right by express. It was returned by express, but the records had been 
cut out, Mr. Safford said thé man ought to be prosecuted for taking the 
records, but he did nothing about it, for he, was fully occupied with his store 


- 


KE 
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m 


and 00 I do not know the name or em of the man «dis took the 


| ledger. I am quite sure he said his wife was a Safford. n. 


፲ immediately wrote Mrs. Safford, sounding her a Seng SS of my NM 


ment so she might see Mr. Dawson’s letters, and asking that the book be sent 
me. The ledger was promptly sent by express with two small books that 


E were returned with the Jedger by. the. man who took it. In her letter accom- 


. ጃጁ 


panying she Says; : 


V was much surprised that Mr. Dawson should 5 that he pud. for u 
. “the manuscript he removed from: the ledger, for it is not correct. He at fret 


wished to see the ledger—then asked to take it, .At first Mr, Safford hesi: 


.. .tated to let a stranger take 16, but Mr. Dawson talked so fair that he would . 

return it by express without injury, etc., that my husband let him take it. 

When it was returned the important documents had been cut out, very much 
to Mr. Safford's sorrow and disgust. He said that Mr. Dawson ought to be 
prosecuted, but as that would take his time and attention from his business, and. 


, the missing leaves might not be obtainable he let it go. 1 perfectly 
remember the one who took the ledger resided in Morrisania, but his name 


had gone from me. I cannot give date when ከ6 took it, but during the first: 
half dozen years of my married life, T think, perhaps 1868, or 70, or near 


there,” * * ھ‎ 


In reply to a second letter from, me she writes, under date of ን 12: 


` ¦ “DEAR FRThND: Yours of the 10th received, When Mr. Dawson eame . 
here he first inquired to see the old ledger. Said he had ferreted it out and 


located it here. After looking it over he seemed much pleased that it was 
just what he had been looking for, and asked the privilege of taking it to 
Morrisania. Mr. Safford objected, but said be might copy the records, - Mr. 


Dawson said he had not the time to spare then, but if Mr. Safford would let 


him take it home he would take the best of care of it and return it by express 
in afew weeks. It was returned by express in the given time, He wrote a 


letter saying he had taken the records from the ledger, but had not defaced : 


in any way thé newspaper clippings of his (Mr. Safford’s) dear departed wife, 


for they must be very sacred to him. Mr. Dawson did not pay nor apologize- . 
for taking the records, but wrote as though it was very praiseworthy. that he 


` did not deface the clippings. - 


. I think Mr. Dawson's letters went into the waste basket. 36. Safford | 


| only kept 0 vi relatives. * د د‎ 

Yours sincerely, = 

| | ' HARRIET P. SAFFORD’? M 

| Mrs. Safford adds that the Booker mar have been brought from Pawlet be 
. the widow of Dr. Safford, her husband's mother, who spent her last days at 


፣ 


۱ their house in Rupert. . These letters of Mrs, Safford's tell 80 clearly. the 


x D 


| story of a very peculiar transaction, to express it nildly, that they require, no 
comment. | | | 
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. 008 1ከ6 y leaf of one of the small. books sent: to. እዬ. Safford by Mr, 


9 is this inscription: SS E 


“H. B. Dawson, Esq., with regards of 
Wm. A. Hammond, Bes York, Dec, 7, 1866.” 


The title of the book is.“ On WAKEFULNESS. - wa AN INTRODUCTORY a 


CHAPTER ON THE PHYSIOLOGY OF SLEEP," by- Doctor. William A. Hammond, 
formerly Surgeon-General of the Army. The inscription is in Doctor Ham- 
mond’s handwriting, and the book was evidently a presentation copy to. Mr. 
Dawson from the author Mr. Dawson says in his letter to the New York 
State Library of October 25, 1886, that he paid.“ one hundred dollars for the . 
privilege of taking these leaves out of the store-ledger of Doctor Jonas Fay; $2 
and in another place he speaks.of havin £ obtained it “at a heavy cost, in 
money and books." There can be rio question about the truthfulness of Mrs. 
Safford's statement that he paid nothing exéept three very. small books, the 
total value of which could not have been more than one dollar., 

The uniformity of Mr. Dawson's conduct in this wholé transaction is 
' characteristic, The manner in which he obtained this manuscript may account 
for the fact that he did not for years make any claim to its ownership or pos- 
session. When he published it he made no mention of how he came by it, and 
ከ6 did not till nearly twenty years after he obtained it, when he offered to 
sell it to the New York State Library. 

Mr. van Laer says in a + recent letter: 


“What you found on the fly-leaf of Dr. Hammond's, book on Wakeful- 
ness, inscribed to Dawson, is exceedingly interesting and confirms my first 
theory, based on Judge Dhelpe and Mr. Dawson’s statements, that the manu- 
script must have been acquired by Dawson directly from the Saffords after 
Judge Phelps had made his copy. *' * * Judge Wheeler’s statements and 
the correspondence between Judgé Phelps and Heniy Stevens had lately - 
inclined. me to another view, but it seems now that.both Mr. Phelps and Daw- 
son must be taken literally, with this exception, that Mr. Dawson did not E 
obtain the sheets *at 8 heavy cost, in mondy and books, SCH | 


The ledger accounts are all in Dr. Fay's own hand, containing entries 
running from 1782 to 1809. For the first part of this time he resided at. Ben: 
nington, then at Charlotte, and for the last years at Pawlet. The accounts 
are for professional services, with many entries of “ sundries,” and: occasion- 
ally one that would look like a store account, 88 “To pair of shoes,” “To one 
quire writing paper," ete. - There are a few later day-book entries by Jona- 
than W. Safford, who made the accounts in. the lithographic sheets herewith, l 
The book answers perfectly the reference given by Mr. Phelps; Mr. Dawson, 
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and Governor na as a *store ledger' „ and an account book in Which Hu 
Dr. Jonas Fay دد‎ had: made charges against his. patients fr^ . . .. | 
medical کے‎ The paper of the manuseript and ledger is pfe | 
. cisely the same. It is hand-made, what is called“ laid. paper,” and 
the longitudinal lines, not a water mark, but somewhat like one, mätch - "` | 
precisely in width and every way. , At, first there seemed a. 2 
discrepancy: in the size of the pages, and that the sheets of the manu 
script herewith ‘were. about oné-sixteenth of an inch larger each way than 
those of the ledger, but- ል more careful measurement of many sheets. shows 


`“ that the sheets of khe ledger vary slightly i in size, Some are a trifle. larger 


and some a trifle smaller than those of the manuseript, and the manuscript 
slieets have the same variation. Experts say that this i is common, and to be- 
expeeted in paper made and eut by hand; as this was, and are decided i in their 
view that the sheets came from the book. An expert Government ږو‎ | 
points out the place where ‘apparently two forms or “ signatures” ". were” 
taken out and the gap coarsely mended by pasting in a piece of cloth. 
The manuscript paging begins with 29, while this. gap follows page 
20, but this can be readily. accounted for. Evidently. entire forms, or signal. 
tures, were taken out by Mr. Dawson, and the first eight pages thrown away. 
These were doubtless: blank, as are the ‘preceding twenty pages and the. fol: „ 
lowing twenty-eight. ۱ 
These pages, both before and ٠ the record, may, have been left blank 

fora purpose, the latter, presumably, to complete the record of the Windsor Y 
Convention: -The paging of these twenty pages and that of the manuscript 
sheets are.clearly in the same hand. This was in the back part of the ledger, 
and the paging is not continued after the gap. The book was turned end for 
end for the accounts, and a new paging begun. 
| That the manuscript was taken from this ledger is settled beyond ques- | 

tion by Mrs. Safford's statement and an examination of the ledger. Tt is. E | ۱ - 
` needless to say that the proof of the genuine character of this manuscript add Wës 
` of its location during the whole period of. its existence is a very gratifying — 
termination: of s long and somewhat laborious investigation.. I'am glad to 
say that the ledger has been obtained from Mrs. Safford, and will be سیت‎ 
dn the archives of the State, and I trust that before long Congress may - 
authorize the return of the manuscript, to be lodged with the book from whieh . 


መሩ 


it was surreptitiously taken. | CMM INO T 


ISSUE 


› 


iy 
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Doctor Jonas Fay. 


x „ „ 


One cannot look over the hundreds of documents in Doctor Fay's hand, 
now to be found in the several State and national libraries, where the papers 
relating to our early history. are deposited, without a feeling of admiration 


and affection for this quiet man who rendered his State and country such 


service. There is nowhere in his life any appearance of self-seeking, but 


always a readiness to serve wherever duty called. In 1756, while still 


residing at his birthplace iù Hardwick, Mass., and only nineteen years old, 
he was clerk to a military. company in the campaign of the French war at 


Fort Edward and Lake George. He was surgeon of the expedition under 
Allen at the capture of Ticonderoga, also for a time surgeon to Colonel Seth 


Warner’s regiment. He was the clerk and secretary of nearly all of the 


early “ meetings" or Conventions of the settlers of the New Hampshire grants, 
and member and vice-president of the Council of Safety, | 

He was the clerk of the meeting held at Manchester April 12, 1774, and 
the official notice “that any person or persons in the New Hampshire Grants, 
under the present situation of affairs, that have or shall presume to take 


commission or commissions of the peace, shall, by the grantees in general, be 


deemed an enemy to their country and common cause," was issued over his 
signature. His skill as a draftsman was universally recognized. He was the 
author of the Declaration of Independence on pages 64 and 65 of this manu- 
script, and of very many of the important papers in the controversy with New 
York and in the negotiations with the Continental Congress. . 


Others held official positions which: attracted more public attention, but 


the impartial student of the history of the New Hampshire Grants, New 
Connecticut,” and the Republic of Vermont,” will admit that no man 


deserves higher praise for patriotism and fidelity i in the conduct of affairs 
. which culminated in the admission of the State into the Union than this 


modest country doctor. 


An Unanswered Query. 


B3 being settled tliat this ፤ is the original 1 and that Mr. Dawson 
took it from the ledger which he obtained, as stated by Mrs, Safford, and that 


| | it passed. from him to the Library o of Congress, its location is established from 


the. time it was made by Doctor Fay: 0 the present, This; 0/0 only one 


i * - 


minor point undetermined. | : 

| ታራ whom and when did Mr: Phelps 2 the record for the purpose cof ۲ 

. making his copy? In this connection I think it important . to publish two 

very interesting letters from Judge Wheeler, one from Mr. Benedict, and one — 
. from Mr. van Laer. They give information and views that may be helpfal 

in future investigation, Judge. Wheeler submits strong evidence in the 
following letter to 0 that Mr. Phelps سی‎ or had SS record as early as 


1849: k < P a 


- 


EE +77 December 23, 1303. 


Mx Dear Sim: In 1771 the Governor of the Province of New York 
had a census taken by the sheriffs of the several counties. Daniel Whipple 


lived here, and. was the sheriff of Cumberland sounty, which included about 


what i is now Windham and Windsor counties. "He took the census 1 the 
several towns by the returns of deputies and constables. . 


In 1848 or Henry Stevens got the papers of Daniel Whipple which . 


. included these returns, and had them with him at Judge Phelps’ in West Town- 


shend, Judge Phelps had them left in his ‘custody long enough to take copies 


in consideration of such an opportunity : afforded to Mr, Stevens to take 092 


of some papers that he had which Mr. Stevens wanted. 


In 1849 and.'50 Judge Phelps furnished. to the ‘Semi-Weekly Eagle at 


Brattleboro, a series of Antiquarian Documents, among them in several 
installments the returns made to Sheriff Whipple. In the number for Novem- 


ber 5, 1849, is published amorig thé ‘Antiquarian Documents: 


~ 


An Extract ‘from 7 Votes and Proceedings of the General Convéntion ' 


% 


held at Dorset on the N. Hampshire aio by سرو‎ the. 25th, 


26th and 27th SC of September, A. D. 1776 | : ET 


These extracts appear to di from the e same records kept h in the. Doctor ` 


Fay Account Book, and fill about a column and a half of the paper. The ` 


paragraphs are not numbered the same; many of them are skipped i in making | 


the extract, but those that are printed: show that they eome from the same l 


source. abs عبت‎ that ቭ SS 8ھ‎ had that Account Book to um from. ` 


EN 
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7 P ws کہ جو ےہ‎ ረ 
before that time, At first I Was inclined to think that he had it from Mr. 
Stevens, but when he informed the Committee of the Historical Society 
that the book might be found with the descendants of Doctor Fay, it shows 


that the last he knew. ot 1t, B. me او‎ ۶ there instead of with Mr. 


k ¢ 


Stevens. 

. Judge Phelps has told ı me of | going at about that time to Castleton to 
investigate the battle and. retreat from. Hubbardton and going 4 from house to 
house to any people in the vieinity that he could find who could have known 
or heard anything about the circumstancés, and taking down what they said 


in a book. That would bring him into the vicinity of where this Account | 


Book was, and I am now inelined to think that he then found. the book and 
.had it loug enough to make a copy there; and that he let Henry Stevens 


have a copy of his. copy for the copy he took of. Sheriff: Whipple’s returns, ; 


He talked with me several times about how he came by the Whipple. returns, 
and he told me about that Account Book, but I cannot remember ‘exactly 
how he said he got hold of it. He was very much in the habit of copying such 
documents, and if he found the book about-tlie Saffor ds when he was making 


inquiry in that 00 he would be very. sure to copy it. if they would 


let him. ۱ 
Mr. Dawson might, of course, have 5 ዙ hon Henry Stevens if 
Stevens had it, but in that case Judge Phelps would probably have remem- 


bered that Stevens had it, 20 of having the idea that the descendants of . 


Doctor Fay had it. 

There are diserepancies between the extracts printed i in the Eagle? and 
the corresponding parts of the lithographed copy of the-book, but they are 
mainly such as would occur in copying by one person by hand from such a 


book. Of the authenticity of the record in the book I have. no doubt. The 


thirty-fifth vote, on page 57, is, that Doctor Reuben Jones and Lieut. Leo- 


nard Spaulding wait and take the proceedings of this Convention and 218 i 


to their Constituents. ) In Liéut. Spalding’s account book is this entry: 


‘Sept. 23 1776, an a Count of what time I spent a | waiting on the con- 


vention for a Nue State I sot out for Dorset ve 23, of Sept. and Returned hom 


the 2d. of october. my expenses for that journey are as follows viz: 


at Westminster £ eee ead uu 

at Rockingham E — 0 — 1 -10 
at Chester £-0-0-3 

at Brumle 26 -0-2-10 

at Dorset £~ 0 10 — 4 

at Manchester € 0-- 1 —10 

at Col. Bronsons £ 0 — 0 0ب‎ 


at Bennington three 0 and two days a waiting for ER of ye Con- 


: vention 0-4- 8 
on my way hom 0--- 8 E 9. 
and my hors the same time 1 — 6 -1007 


; 
I / å 
e . . 
1 4 1 | 23 
2 
8 wë 


Ai the end of the u in SCH bene isa eopy of a notice 1 by 
Col. Bowker, | chairman. 


‘These lithographed copies are very interesting and valuable, and ፲ am 


E gad you are bringing them- "quí so well. „ x 
7 Yours very truly, 


s 
B 


| | | | “HOYT H. WHEELER. - 
no i 5 N € ME E^. s ^ 
Senator Procon ፡ ہت‎ መጠ e H RE 
S ۱ | 1 e و وا‎ SC ۱ 


5 It seems 0 that if Mr, Phelps published in the “Semi; Weekly 


Eagle," i in 1849, extracts from the votes and pr oceedings of the Convention at- 
Dorset, September 25th, 26th, and 27th, which had not previously been pub- | 


lished in Williams’ History, Slade’ s State وزو‎ or 2ء‎ 0 he must have 7 


| had access to this record, - 


Judge Wheeler’s second letter gives s additional. - it would seem, incon: 


testable proof of Mr. Phelps’ early N of this record, but ን little 
light as to how he. came. by: it: E E 
| | N 3842955686 January: 2, 1904. 


My Dear Se: Your letter suggesting whether the extracts from the 
Record of Dorset Convention of September 25, 1776, published in the Semi- 
Weekly Eagle? here November 5, 1849, inay mot have come from “Sladé’s 
State Papers," and, referring to J [dep Phelps’ memorandum, was 90 réceived 
and has been considered. I | 

The ‘State Papers,’ page 66, show the membership and organization of 
the Convention, but no numbered vote, and but one vote as such and a sum: 
- mary of others. Dr. Fay’s Record shows the membership and organization of 
the Convention, and forty-seven numbered votes. Of these numbered votes; 


the extract furnished by Judge Phelps to the ‘Eagle’ gives Nos. 1, 4, 5, 6, 


8, 12, 18, 16, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31, 35, 36, 37, 44, 46, and 47. 


The membership and organization of the Convention, and some votes relating | 
1 21 adjoürnments and to the militia, are omitted, The. votes given are copied 
as to spelling and capitals as they are in Dr. Fay’ s Record. The State 


Papers’ would furnish no basis for such an extract, It could: not have been 
made without Dr. Fay’s Record. 24 l ; 


There can be no mistake about the date of 7 furnishing of this extract. : 


by Judge Phelps to the ' Eagle,’ for it is in Volume 3, Number 26, of the cur- - 


rent numbers published by B. D. Harris & Co., Noveinber 5, 1849, of which. 
the late Hon, B. D. Harris was the editor, ‘This seems to. ê conclusively. 
that Judge Phelps had the copy. of Dr. Fay’s Record before that time. x 


I have also noticed the memorandum of Judge Phelps referred to by you; | | 


| saying, ¿Copied from the- original record November 18th, 19th, and 20th, 


| 1862, by James H. Phelps) As that Record stands, it would indicate that it . 


Was copied from Dr. Fay's book at t እሼ time, but there 18 plainly some error. 
in it. If it means first copied from the original Dr. Fay Record at that time 


D 
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it is ET 17 an, error, for he had then lod à copy more da chirteen years, It نل‎ 


may mean copied from the original copy of Record. If so, it would be correct. 
He may have inadvertently put 1862, the date at which he then was, in place 
of the year when he took the copy from Dr. Fay’ 8 book. ` However it may be, 
the extract printed in the ‘Eagle’ must have come from Dr. Fay’s book, ‘and 


seems to be the first püblieation in print of any substantial put be votes and: 


numbers, of Dr. Fay's Record. 


I have delayed one day because the Tibi: ary was get open ርጋ 80 


that I could get at the files of the ‘Eagle,’ but I desired to put you in posses- 
sion of all the facts in answering so far as I could, and therefore. waited. 

Yours very truly, i wns 

: HOYT H. WHEELER. 


Senator Proctor.” 


Mr. Benedict's letter following, with. ae extract from the Free Press, 


goes to corroborate the evidencè of Judge Wheeler’s letters that Mr, Stevens 2 
or J. udge Phelps had access to this record at a time long previous to the date 


given by Mr. Phelps to the Committee of 8+00 0 ዐያ the Historical 09 
88 the date of his taking the: copy: ` Se 


‹‹ BURLINGTON, January 11, 1904. . 


Drar SENATOR: Permit me. to call your attention to the fact which has 
just come to my notice, that the Vermont Declaration of Independence, 
adopted at the Westminster Convention of January 15, 1777, and the record 


of the Windsor Convention of June 4, 1777, which adopted the name Ver | 
mont, were printed in the Burlington Free Press of June 26, 1846. The late 


H. B. Stacy, who was the editor of.the Free Press at.that time, introduced 
the documents as follows : 


‘Inrerestina DOCUMENTS. 


We are indebted to the polite attention of our old friend, Henry Stevens, - 


Esqr., of Barnet, for copies of the official papers touching the christening and 
baptism of our beloved State. They have never before been published and 
will now be read with thrilling interest. These documents should 
be read in every town and village throughout the State on the approaching 
4th of July, and a salute of one gun for each name fired in honor of the old 
heroes. * These papers were dug out from among the old rubbish 
at Washin ion last winter by Mr. Stevens, and their. existence is now for the 


first time made known to the publie * * د‎ While maintaining an open 
war with the neighboring States they (the Vermonters) protected the. ` 


whole line of our frontier by keeping on terms with the common enemy while 


at the same time they rendered more efficient aid to the government which 


discarded them than either of the States alluded to. The official eorrespond- 


ence with Washington, some of which is among these See papers, goes ` 


to demonstrate this beyond a doubt.“ ፍ ፍ . 


H 


Here seems 6 evidence. that a part at ٢ of TE oer was found | 
by Henry Stevens, at Washington, previous to 1846, and that he had found 
. more of the record of the Convention of June 4, 1777, than is contained i in the 
sheets of the Fay book, which you are reproducing, This, you see, was 


several years. before Mr. Phelps made his copies.’ Mr. Stacy does not say that 
. Mr. Stevens found other records of the Conventions, but he alludes to other 


‘interesting’ papers, including the correspondence with Gen. Washington, 


found by Mr. Stevens at. Washington, and it is quite possible, I think, that he 
may have had additional records of the Conventions perhaps bad the Fay 
book of records—in his hands previous to June, 1846. Of course Mr. Stacy 


was in error in his statement that: these documents had ‘ never beforé been geg 


` published,’ he being apparently unaware that they were. published in the 


Connecticut Courant in March and June, 1777, and that. the Declaration of ^ 
Independence was printed i in the Appendix to Vol. II of the second SSES of | 


Williams' History of: Vermont, published i in 1809. 


Is it not probable ‘that Stevens discovered the Fay T book at | 
. Washington or somewhere; that he allowed Judge Phelps to táke it and copy .- 


it, and that ka pledged Phelps to secrecy as to where he DI d it. 
i Ri | Yours truly, 
. Z SH 6. 6. BENEDICT. 
Hon. Reprrenp PROQTOR, P : dt ሽ 
U. Pet Senate." 


Mr. van Laer, of the New York State 83ھ78۸‎ under the date of Jar an- 
ary 25th, writes: 


Ki 


Xon 


41 wish to announce à little discovery, which, though not exactly what 


we want, is yet most exciting and tantalizing. Scattered through a number: 


‘of volumes of unassorted papers of the Henry Stevens collection, I found 
some thirty letters written by James H. Phelps to Henry Stevens between 
the years 1847 and 1851. On a stray sheet which I after a while identified 


as belonging to a letter dated * West Townshend 6th Sept. 1847,’ Mr. Phelps . 
says: Ss? In the 2d. Vol. — William’ 8 History of Vt. page 453, I find the follow- 


ing: * Original récords of the Convention, p. 62-68; in the hands of Jonas 


Fay of Bennington.” Have you been able to obtain the ኢን of those . 


original records?’ ; 

“Then in a letter dated “West Townshend 280 Sept. 1847) which begins 
‘Your very interesting letter of. the 17th inst. is before me. I hope to have 
the pleasure of seeing you here before long; as it is very uncertain about. my 
being able to leave home this fall in order to go to Montpelier, and I am. 


anxious to have you look over all the papers, pamphlets and volumes in mr 
possession connected with our revolution) He remarks, The journals of our 


1 County conventions and the records of our Committees of Safety, I fear; are 
| irrecoverably lost. What a treasure they would now be those ص0۵‎ 
ሽ showing the Progress of man to self. government. ; i 


26 

* There are Ee a dozen letters of 1847, one of 1848, ER of 1849 and 
a dozen or more for 1850 and 1851. I have earefully gone through all these 
letters but nothing more is said in regard to the journal of the conventions. 

“The earlier lettérs are addressed Henry Stevens Esq., the last one of 1849 
and those of 1850-51 ‘Friend Stevens,’ showing the closer relations between 
the two men. I am most anxious to examiné the whole of the Stevens 
collection to make sure that there is not some other e giving us » just the | 
information we want. 5 Ze 


Mr. van Laer in à laici letter writes that he has examined the a of 
the Stevens’ collection, but has not found: any other letters fiom J udge Phelps, ር 
or any other mention of the éarly Vermont conventions, e | 

The facts given. in these letters are important, ‘and go to show that 
portions of this manuscript were copied and published before the Phelps copy, ' 
but they fail to identify it positively at any given time or place, Mr. Phelps | 
informed the Committee of Publieation. that he thought it might probably | 
be found in the possession of some of Dr. Fay’ 8 descendants. " And Governor | 
Hall says that “inquiries were made for it in quarters where it was thought 
most likely to be found, but without success.“. It is what Mr. Phelps does 
not say rather than what he says that is significant, and unless under some 
restriction, why would he not have stated definitely to the Committee how 
he obtained it? | | 

"Mr, Phelps’ eopy was not published * in The Vermont, Historical Society 
Collections until after Mr. Dawson had obtained the ledger. from Mr, Edwin 
B. Safford. He says that it was made some years previously, and this state- 
ment and the views of J udge Wheeler and Mr. Benedict as to earlier partial 
publieations of the record can only be reconciled with the facts on the theory 
that Mr. Stevens or Mr. Phelps made a copy from the ledger while it was in 
thé possession of the Safford family. But it seems strange that, if either 
one of thése men so devoted to antiquarian research had ‘found this record, 
they would not have purchased ! it. Possibly Mr. J onathan W. Safford, or his. 
widow, or Mr. E. B. Safford, if he had then acquired it, objected to parting 
with it, and they | had scruples, which Mr. Dawson does not seem to have 'had, 
about obtaining it in any other way. This minor point, however, I must 
leave unsettled, thankful indeed that the history of this manuscript of so 
great importance to Vermont has been fixed with such substantial certainty.. 

It has given me great pleasure to trace out this record. It i is a record of 
the work of strong, brave men, and ‘their strength and courage did not fail ۱ 
them in that hour of trial and danger. The more we know of what they did. 
then, the stronger must be our patriotic love for our State s 0 N | 


the honori in which we hold its founders, 
, نت‎ a REDFIELD PROCTOR. 


FuBRUARY 15, 1904. | | 


